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TESTES: the primary male reproductive organs, which produce sperm and male sex hormones.

SCROTUM: a skin pouch which within the testes are located.

SEMINIFEROUS TUBULE: one of the tiny tubes that produces sperm within the testes.

EPIDIDYMIS: a coiled tube that stores sperm

SEMEN: the fluid that contains sperm.

VAS DEFERENS: the tube which carries the sperm from the testes to the urethra.

SEMINAL VESICLE: an organ that produces a fluid that activates sperm.

PROSTATE GLAND: a structure that produces a portion of the semen.

URETHRA: a passageway for urine; also the passageway for sperm in the male.

PENIS: the organ that transfers sperm from male to female.

OVARY: the primary sexual reproductive organ in females, produces ova.

FOLLICLE: a small saclike structure in the ovary that encloses an immature ovum.

OVULATION: the release of ova from the ovary.

OVIDUCT: fallopian tube; tube transporting the ovum from the ovary to the uterus.

UTERUS: a reproductive for storing ova until they are fertilized or laid; the womb; in most mammals and in humans, the organ in which the embryo develops.

CERVIX: the neck of the uterus where it narrows and joins the vagina.

WOMB: a place where the unborn baby is protected and nourished; the uterus.

VAGINA: the elastic canal that leads from the outside of the body to the cervix of the uterus.

OVARIAN CYCLE: the process by which the ovary prepares and releases an ovum.

CORPUS LUTEUM: the structure formed in the follicle of the ovary after ovulation; forms several hormones.

MENSTRUAL CYCLE: the process by which the uterine lining is prepared to receive an embryo.

ESTROGEN: female sex hormones; stimulate the development of secondary sex characteristics.

PROGESTERONE: male sex hormones

MENSTRUATION: the time during which the uterine mucosa is shed.

EMBRYOLOGY: the study of the development of the embryo.

BLASTOCYST: a fluid-filled sphere of embryonic cells.

IMPLANTATION: process where the tiny embryo attaches to the uterine wall & forms the placenta.

ECTODERM: the outer germ layer in an embryo; the outer tissue layer in some animals.

MESODERM: the middle germ layer; forms the muscles, blood, and bones.

ENDODERM: the inner germ layer in an embryo.

UMBILICAL CORD: the flexible structure that contains blood vessels and that conducts the blood of the fetus to the placenta for exchange of food, wastes, oxygen, and carbon dioxide.

FETUS: the term applied to an embryo; in humans, the unborn child from the second month of development until birth.

LABOR: the birthing of a baby.

BIRTH CANAL: the cervix and vagina; very elastic at time of delivery to allow passage of the baby.

FORAMEN OVALE: opening between the right atrium and left atrium of a newborn baby’s heart.

DUCTUS ARTERIOSIS: a short blood vessel in the unborn and newborn baby that connects the pulmonary artery with the aorta.

24B HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS; A CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE


SANCTITY OF HUMAN LIFE: the biblical principle that human life has high value.

ABORTION: the killing of an unborn child.

EUTHANASIA: “termination of human life by painless means for the purpose of ending severe physical suffering” (from the Euthanasia Society of American)

ACTIVE EUTHANASIA: ending a person’s life by either administering something that will kill him or removing a life sustaining apparatus.

PASSIVE EUTHANASIA: ending a person’s life by withholding treatment that could sustain life.

SEXUAL PURITY: that a person does not enter into sexual relationships with anyone other than his or her marriage partner.

ADULTERY: the act of sexual relations between a married person and anyone other than that person’s marriage partner.

FORNICATION: any act of sexual relations between people not married to each other.

HOMOSEXUALITY: sexual desire for members of the same sex.

HETEROSEXUALITY: normal sexual desire for the opposite sex.

SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASES (STD’s): a contagious disease spread by sexual contact with an infected person. EXAMPLES: gonorrhea; syphilis; AIDS; herpes;

